
August 7, 2018 
  

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners  
 
Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were in 
attendance.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach then asked if everyone had a chance to review the minutes of the July 11th Special Board Meeting.  
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson then made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 19th meeting.  Commissioner Gunderson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach brought forward the proposed lease agreement for the Valley Square space for the Crime Victim 
Advocate Office.  A/T Hanson explained that ownership of the property was changing and that EYE LLP would be the new 
owner so she had asked for an updated lease.  The rent for the space is increasing from $189 per month to $218 per month 
which includes utilities and internet connections.  A/T Hanson stated that Attorney Brue had read through the lease and 
approved it and at this time she would like to have it approved and signed.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve 
the Valley Square lease as proposed.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Redland brought forward discussion concerning the initial Counties Providing Technology meeting he had 
attended on July 16th.  The next meeting will be August 22nd in Morris.   
 
Cindy Pic, Tri-Valley Transportation Program Director, was scheduled at 9:30 a.m. but failed to attend or let us know she 
was not coming.   
 
Discussion was held regarding the County Program Aid amount for 2019, noting that Norman County would receive 
$477,761 in CPA for next year, a slight decrease from the amount of 2018.   
 
Commissioner Hall extended an invitation to all to attend National Night Out at the Norman County Fairgrounds that 
evening.  She highlighted some of the events happenings and noted that a free-will pork tenderloin supper would be 
served.   
 
Commissioner Redland noted that Halstad is in the process of raising funds to create the largest sugar beet statue in their 
community.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach called for a short break.  
 
At 9:50 a.m. John Rosenberger, Veterans Service Officer, approached the board regarding the yearly grant contract with the 
Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA) for an Operational Enhancement Grant Program.  John explained that 
this was a yearly process, the grant amount of $7,500 must be used to provide outreach to the county’s veterans, assist in 
the reintegration of combat veterans into society, collaborate with other social service agencies, educational institutions, 
and other community organizations.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve CR 08-07-2018-1 to enter into the 
grant contract with the MDVA.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution passed 
unanimously.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach then asked commissioners to review the bills as presented.  Commissioner Redland made a motion 
to approve the bills as presented:   
 
Revenue - $ 199,886.32  Road & Bridge - $ 100,349.20  Building - $ 1,374.04  



Public Health - $ 9,424.67  Solid Waste Facilities - $ 638.60  County Ditch - $ 604.31 
County Homes - $ 791.94  TOTAL - $ 313,069.08 
 
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 10:00 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson, County Engineer, presented the Road & Bridge agenda.  The first item on Ms. Swenson’s 
agenda was approval for final payment to Olson Construction TRF, Inc in the amount of $17,679.93 for SAP 054-598-041, 
replacing bridge #92475 on CR 167.  Jerilyn noted the total project cost was $122,091.20.  Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to approve the final payment to Olson Construction.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Engineer Swenson then gave an engineering update noting that SAP 054-620-012, CSAH bridge replacement, Gerit Hanson 
Contracting Inc, had poured the bridge deck almost two weeks ago.  The railings were poured that morning and upcoming 
work on that project includes a culvert replacement, backfilling, minor grading and cleanup.  Project completion date is 
August 31st.   
 
Work was started August 6th for the summer paving projects, SAP 054-612-005 et al, with Davidson Construction.  Davidson 
is beginning to mill on CSAH 27 and should finish milling later this week.  They will then move to CSAH 12, then to CSAH 40 
and finish on CSAH 64.  Jerilyn anticipates work being completed late August or early September.   
 
CSAH 12/CSAH 39 intersection will receive an overhead light as part of a district wide HSIP project.  The base has been 
installed and the pole is expected to be installed in September or October.  Project delays are due to the pole 
manufacturing.   
 
Jerilyn then stated that quotes are being solicited for the CSAH 36 culvert replacement project.   
 
Ms. Swenson then gave a maintenance update stating that the county has received the three packers for the motor 
graders, however, they have not been installed yet.  Road graveling will be moving to the SW part of the county, and the 
crack filling crew is working on their last roadway.  Jerilyn also noted that they are beginning to lose their summer help due 
to college attendance and football practice beginning.   
 
At 10:22 a.m. Garry Johanson, Environmental Service Officer, approached the board regarding two conditional use permits.  
The first was for Knife River Materials, Bemidji, MN, which was approved following a public hearing conducted by the 
Norman County Planning Commission on July 23, 2018, #5052, to operate an aggregate mining operation, washing plant 
operation and hot mix asphalt plant on part of the following described parcel of land owned by Danny Johnson in Home 
Lake Township, 10-4605000, E1/2SE1/4, Section 2-143-44, containing 80 acres, more or less.  Discussion ensued and Steff 
Basgaard, Energy Services/Environmental Manager, with Knife River answered some questions regarding the concerns of 
MN Dept of Natural Resources with regard to the permit area and the wetlands in the area.  Jeff Brooks, Aggregate 
Manager of Knife River, also answered questions regarding the location and the depth of the mining area.  Commissioner 
Hall made a motion to approve Conditional Use Permit #5052 on behalf of Knife River Materials.  Commissioner Redland 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Mr. Johanson then presented information regarding the application for a Conditional Use Permit from Mark Sand & Gravel, 
Fergus Falls, MN, stating it was an expedited request, approved at yesterday’s meeting, August 6, 2018, of the Planning 
Commissioner.  Conditional Use Permit #5053 authorizes Mark Sand & Gravel to open and operate an aggregate mining and 
processing of materials from 20 acres of existing gravel pit to include the placement of a temporary bituminous hot mix 
plant for a current project in Mahnomen County and future projects over a ten year period, on part of the following parcels 
of land owned by Mark Sand & Gravel, 04-2255000 and 04-2256000, in Fossum Township described as NE 1/4NE1/4 Section 
33-144-43, containing 40 acres more or less.  Jeff Hatlewick, of Mark Sand & Gravel was present to answer questions asked 
by commissioners.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve Conditional Use Permit #5053 on behalf of Mark Sand & 
Gravel.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Garry also addressed the board concerning the SSTS allocation for 2019, stating the county would receive $18,600 in 2019.  
Mr. Johanson explained that this was for Septic Treatment Systems through the Minnesota Grant Program.  Garry also 



stated that he had talked with Courtney from the Soil & Water Conservation District and they had 298 cost share contracts 
for the buffer program with 11 having been paid out.   
 
Mr. Johanson also brought before the board discussion regarding the current size of the Planning and Zoning Commission, 
stating that he is having a difficult time getting a quorum with 11 members on the commission and needs an additional 
member in the Ada District due to health concerns of one member.  He asked if the board would consider changing the size 
of the commission in the near future.   
 
At 10:47 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting.  Mr. Brue noted that he was working on updating the 
County Procurement Policy and anticipates bringing the updated policy to the board at the next meeting.  He also stated 
that he anticipates brining the Highway Department Union Contract for signature at the next board meeting.   
 
At 10:55 a.m. Rob Sip, Director of the Red River Watershed Management Board (RRWMB), gave a presentation to the board 
on their budget, past projects, goals and a strategic plan update.  Discussion ensued regarding the remodeling project at the 
WRWD offices and when the RRWMB hopes to be permanently located in that created office space.  Duane Erickson, 
member of the WRWD Board of Directors, also addressed the board concerning the office space remodel issues and 
explained a bit of the process they were going through.  The board thanked Mr. Sip for his presentation and Mr. Erickson 
for his input.   
 
At 11:35 a.m. Kim Myers and Shellie Bueng of Norman Mahnomen Public Health addressed the board to share information 
from the Community Anti-Drug Coalition of America (CADCA) Convention they had attended in Orlando, Florida, in July.  
They highlighted several of the different sessions they had attended over the four days of the convention dealing with 
topics ranging from underage drinking, vaping use with our youth, binge drinking, and policy changes that might bring 
about change in society.  Ms. Myers also brought along one of the current vaping devices that is sold by Juul, which looks 
very much like a thumb drive used by everyone these days with computers.  She noted that many people would not detect 
that this was not a thumb drive and would never question if they were to see it in their children’s back pack. Also noted was 
the fact that life expectancy has gone down for the first time in many years.   
 
Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, also brought before the board that NMPH was hosting a car seat check on August 8 th and 
inquired if they could block off a couple of parking spaces in the parking lot to assist with this.  The board felt this would be 
just fine.   
 
There being no further business before the board, Commissioner Redland made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Bommersbach adjourned the meeting at 
11:58 a.m.  
 
 
______________________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Steven Bommersbach, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   
 
 


